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Exhibition Introduction
Presented by Hong Kong Metropolitan University, the exhibition
‘Beyond Distance: Half a Lifelong Friendship of Eileen Chang,
Stephen Soong, and Mae Fong Soong’ explores the profound
friendship among Eileen Chang, Stephen Soong, and Maé Fong
Soong, which lasted over four decades. Eileen Chang first met*
Stephen Soong and Mae Fong Soong in Hong Kong in 1952. .
Despite her later emigration to the United States, their bond

remained unbroken by distance, and their deep affection endured.

The exhibition showcases their correspondence, illustrating
how these letters served as vital connections for maintaining their
emotional ties and fostering literary exchange. Additionally,
the exhibition features cherished manuscripts, letters, and personal
artefacts belonging to the trio, underscoring the key roles of
Stephen Soong and Mae Fong Soong as literary confidants to
Eileen Chang, especially in their collaborative screenplay writing

and literary publishing efforts. This allows the public to

appreciate their significant contributions to Chinese literature and

Hong Kong film.

Furthermore, the exhibition recreates the appearance of the Soong
faﬁily’s living room, where cultural luminaries once gathered and
where Eileen Chang; Stephen Soong and Mae Foﬁg Soong shared
many moments together. Through dynamic imagery and new
media art, visitors will experience the convergence of their literary
legacies across artistic, historical and technological dimensions.
‘This multifaceted visual approach embodies the treasured bond of

their friendship and captures the essence of ‘Beyond Distance.”

Presented by
Hong Kong Metropolitan University

Organised by

Hong Kong Metropolitan University Museum of Modern Chinese Literature
Hong Kong Metropolitan University Library 3
School of Arts and Social Sciences, Hong Kong Metropolitan University
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The exhibition showcases a variety of multimedia works meticulously
created by the faculty and students of the Department of Creative Arts
at HKMU, vividly portraying the journey of Eileen Chang, Stephen
Soong, and Mae Fong Soong from their first meeting to their deep

connection. Additionally, the exhibition features animated short films

inspired by excerpts from Eileen Changs classic novels, offering
audiences a fresh perspective to delve into this literary history.
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Designed as a reading space, this section offers books related to the

works and studies of Eileen Chang, Stephen Soong, and Mae Fong

Soong for visitors to explore freely. Meanwhile, a projection screen

displays videos documenting the preparation of the HKMU

Modern Chinese Literature Museum and the donation ceremony
 of the exhibits. Visitors are warmly invited to watch together.
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Exhibition Introduction
Preface

Fated to Hong Kong: Eileen Chang’s Friendship and
Writing with Stephen Soong and Mae Fong Soong
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Writing Abroad: Eileen Chang’s Life and Ongoing
Creativity in the United States
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Behind the Scenes: The Collaborative Screenwriting of
Eileen Chang and Stephen Soong
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Between the Lines: The Correspondence and Literary
Collaboration among Eileen Chang, Stephen Soong,

and Mae Fong Soong
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Photographs of Stephen Soong, Fortune Telling with
Mae Fong Soong and Family _ Dominoes
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Photographs of Eileen Chang
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Epilogue: The Donation, Preservation and Study of Eileen Chang,
Stephen Soong and Mae Fong Soong’s Manuscripts and Relics
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Eileen Chang once mentioned in A Album of Mutual Reflections “After
my mother divorced, she travelled to Europe again, while my aunt
moved into a smaller apartment. The apartment they had originally
rented together was only lived in for a short time. Before moving out,
they took commemorative photos of the furniture and carpets they had

designed themselves.” This exhibition area recreates the setup depicted
in the related photograph from An Album of Mutual Reflections.-

BLANANE 3L K Y
TREBLT AR 2BUNIREFLBURL - RNE S0 Kk 2 W5
A ACRE > DA B At 1 SCER SR AE 5 A5 SIRAY 2 L L 4 o

- 'The exhibition area features Eileen Chang’s manuscripts and relics, -

along with books and manuscripts from Stephen Soong and Mae
Fong Soong, highlighting the deep friendship between Eileen Chang

and the couple, as well as their collaborations in literature and film.
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This section recreates the living room of the Soong family, which was once
a gathering place for numerous cultural luminaries and a space where

Eileen Chang, Stephen Soong, and Mae Fong Soong spent time together.




